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collect paychecks instead of benefit
checks.

Unfortunately for States, the DOL
issued restrictive, burdensome, and
costly application requirements. To
date, one State has completed the ap-
plication process, only to have the ap-
plication swiftly denied. The Flexi-
bility to Promote Reemployment Act
increases flexibility in the use of State
UI funds by enabling the DOL to revisit
current application guidance and allow
States to operate demonstration
projects that test alternative means of
helping the unemployed return to
work.

At a time when our unemployment
rate remains unacceptably high, we
need to be doing everything we can to
advance solutions that will promote
job creation. I urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to support this
commonsense legislation.

——————

EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, on
December 28, 3 days after Christmas,
this Federal Government allowed 1.3
million American families to be cut off
of long-term unemployment insurance.
It comes at a time when we are in the
dead of winter, at a time when con-
struction employment is dormant,
when agriculture is not hiring. It
comes at a time when the national un-
employment rate is close on 7 percent,
when the national long-term unem-
ployment rate is 2.6 percent, which is
twice what it ever was when we ever
cut off long-term unemployment be-
fore, going back to 1959. It comes at a
time when jobs growth is its weakest
in 3 years, and it comes at a time when
we know it is going to cost 240,000 jobs
for our economy. This is money, Mr.
Speaker, that goes right back into the
economy because people are living
hand to mouth on these checks and
they need to spend it right away.

At this point, Mr. Speaker, I urge
you to bring up the modest 90-day ex-
tension for unemployment insurance
before we break for recess.

———————

GROW ECONOMY, NOT FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, the new
year is an opportunity for Congress to
get back to work for the American peo-
ple, and that means supporting good-
paying jobs and a growing economy.

Over the coming weeks, we are going
to hear debating of proposals that
would put more people on unemploy-
ment support for longer periods of
time. Frankly, Mr. Speaker, that is the
wrong direction for our country.

What the American people want and
need are greater job opportunities, not
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bigger government programs. Let’s
grow the economy, not the Federal
Government. Mr. Speaker, we live in
the land of opportunity, the greatest
Nation on Earth, a place for everyone.
No matter what their economic or ra-
cial or socioeconomic background, ev-
eryone has a chance to live the Amer-
ican Dream.

The policies of bailouts, borrowing,
and Big Government only serve to
threaten those opportunities. Rather
than focus on expanding government
programs, let’s expand opportunity.
Let’s empower the American people to
grow and build and create. Let’s focus
on bills that create more opportunities
for employment, and let’s come to-
gether to help honest, hardworking
Americans realize the great American
Dream.

———

RAISE MINIMUM WAGE

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, the Federal
minimum wage has remained the same
for 4 years and has failed to keep up
with the cost of living. According to
the recently released Shriver Report,
nearly two-thirds of minimum wage
workers are women, and 42 million
American women either live in poverty
or are right on the brink of it. This is
wrong. No one who works hard at a
full-time job to provide for their chil-
dren and family should be living in
poverty.

Today, with one in five children in
America still living in poverty, we
must act and pass the Fair Minimum
Wage Act, which would increase the
Federal minimum wage to $10.10 an
hour for American workers over the
next 3 years. This modest increase
would raise the wages of approximately
30 million Americans and bring over 4.5
million people above the poverty line.
Increasing the minimum wage to $10.10
an hour will not only put more money
into the pockets of those in need, but it
will infuse an additional $51 billion
into our economy.

Mr. Speaker, this will not be a job
killer; it actually will help to create
140,000 new jobs. Our success as a Na-
tion hinges on the success of women.
When women succeed, America suc-
ceeds.

———

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
EXTENSION

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, be-
cause of the House Republican leader-
ship’s inaction, 3 days after Christmas,
127,000 New Yorkers were cut off from
their jobless benefits. Every week in
2014, another 5,100 working families in
New York lose unemployment com-
pensation. These families are strug-
gling to make ends meet and put food
on the table.
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This inaction not only harms dis-
located workers who stop receiving a
check in the mail, but it also slows
economic growth. When families have
to further cut spending, there is a rip-
ple effect. As families spend less on ne-
cessities like food and clothing, local
businesses take a hit. Indeed, it has
been estimated that failing to pass an
unemployment insurance extension
will cost our economy 310,000 new jobs.

Mr. Speaker, this could end today.
Let’s do what is right for working fam-
ilies and for the American economy.
Let’s reinstate unemployment insur-
ance, and let’s do so now.

———

WAR ON POVERTY

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to remind my colleagues that the
war on poverty, begun 50 years ago by
President Johnson, is still relevant
today. As we debate the great issues,
we must not forget that nearly 50 mil-
lion Americans in 2012 were below the
poverty level, and that includes 13 mil-
lion children. Most startling, Mr.
Speaker, 16 million of those live below
half of the poverty line. Were it not for
the safety net that some want to dis-
mantle, 41 million more would live in
poverty.

It is undeniable that the poverty rate
has decreased, but the fact remains
that the face of poverty continues to be
low-income Whites and racial minori-
ties and females and children. The om-
nibus bill will continue to dismantle
nondefense discretionary spending to a
level that will reverse the gains made
over the past 50 years.

I plead with my colleagues to be vigi-
lant in our fight to end poverty in
America. Our oath requires us to pro-
vide for the common defense, but it
also requires that we provide for the
common good and enable every Amer-
ican to achieve the American Dream.
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WAR ON POVERTY

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, 50 years
ago, President Johnson declared an un-
conditional war on poverty in America
and established landmark programs—
such as Head Start, Medicare, and Job
Corps—that were designed to give all
Americans the opportunity to succeed.

These programs have had a substan-
tial impact, cutting poverty by one-
third since 1967. Despite the progress,
however, we still have a lot to do.

Today, 100 million Americans live in
or near the brink of poverty, including
42 million women and 28 million chil-
dren. In Nevada, nearly 18 percent of
women and 24 percent of children live
in poverty, a situation made even
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